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Homosexuality in the Animal kingdom

Besak oss

Hya skjer?
Can animals be homosexual?

Botanisk hage : ; ; y : :
J The sexual urge is strong in all animals. Many species have sex outside the mating season and

Faste utstillingsr
Skiftende utstillinger

Kan vi tilgi Danwin?

commonly enjoy sex without reproductive intent — rubbing their sexual organs against each other or
stimulating themselves or their partners in other ways When animals of the same gender have sex,
they exhibit homosexual behaviour We call such animals homosexuals. Some animals are

d E consistently homaosexual throughout their life. =
Dranwin og batanikken
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Pleasure ride: A male killerwhale rides the dorsal fin of
another male. Sex just for the pleasure of itis common in
many animals. Photo: Brian Scott
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levende slanger Which animals are homosexual?

Homosexuality has been observed in most vertebrate groups, and also among insects, spiders,

crustaceans, octopi and parasitic worms. The phenomenon has been reported in more than 1500

animal species, and is well documented for 500 of themn, but the real extent is probably much

higher.

The frequency of homosexuality varies from species to species. In some species, homosexuality
has never been reparted, while in others the entire species is bisexual. Inzoos around 1in 5 pairs
of king penguins are of the same sex. The record is held by orange fronted parakeets, where
roughly half of all pairs in captivity are of the same sex,

Two homosexual male shelducks, Tadoma fadorma,
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Many of the species where homosexuality 15 registered are just such intslligent social animals with -
complex hierarchies, like walves, lions, whales and primates.
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Hamadryas baboons are typical of many animals with
homosexual allances. Large, intelligent and fierce, a

i

male wiould face stiff competition without his allies, bound
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